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capacity of 340 to 920 long tons each. These vessels were
attached to the sides of large steam launches, both freight and
passenger.
The powered craft included about fifteen huge paddle
steamers, 232 to 326 feet in length, the latter said to have been
the largest shallow-draught river steamers in the world. The
most numerous type of powered craft was the twin-screw creek
steamer, used in the Irrawaddy Delta. These steamers were
80 to 115 feet in length, with a draught of around four feet, and
a carrying capacity of about 100 long tons. They were highly
maneuverable, and their Chittagonian crews took them through
the labyrinthine Delta in the dead of night at top speed ( 10 to
12 miles per hour) with only the single searchlight to guide
them through the winding channels. Most vessels were com-
bined freight and passenger craft with double decks. A few
passengers rode in cabins at the front or rear, but most spread
out blankets or mats on the flat deck or perched on top of the
bags of paddy, cans of kerosene, or tubs of live lush.
Steel Brothers, Kllenmns Arracan Rice (Ymipuny, and
other firms had their own "paddy gigs" for moving rice from
their up-country collecting stations to Rangoon or the other
ports. The typical paddy gig has a crew of six to eight, is
propelled by sail, pole*, and oar, as well as by the title, and is
usually about 35 feet in length, with a 10-foot beam, and a
draught of live to seven feet. Its capacity is 61) to 100 tons of
rice.
The five leading timber firms had their own vessels for
rafting and towing1 timber. The oil companies likewise had
their own barges for transporting1 petroleum products not car-
ried by the pipe line. Finally, the* Burma Government had a
number of molorboats for the use of its oftlekUs on tour, and
the Burma Railways hud large ferries at Mmilmcm rmd Hen-
ttacla for river crossing's.
Other entrepreneurs, as indicated above, were thousands of
individuals and small firms with one or a few vessels each who
were quite unable to offer scrums competition to the powerful
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company*